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Mobility strategies (and tactics)

• Strategy can be generally defined as a 

“plan, method, or series of maneuvers or 

stratagems for obtaining a specific goal or 

result” 

• Strategy can be contrasted with tactics, 

which could be conceptualized as the day-

to-day maneuvers of those people who have 

strong constraints 



Mobility strategies

• Dimensions

Spatial, temporal, monetary (expenditures), and 

societal (with whom and social support)

• Contextual factors

Car ownership, residential location, inter and 

intra-household interactions, transport and land 

use physical and operational characteristics



Context

Concepción:

500 km south Santiago, 

~ 800,000 people, 40% 

auto ownership (est.), 

relatively small size, 

good public transport 

coverage



Context
Valle Noble



Time Use / Personal network survey

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Up front interview

• Socio-demographics, initial contact list (simplified name 

generator emotional, social support), general expenses

Time use instrument

• Time, space, with whom, expense by activity

Review 

days
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Revealed network (name generator; see Fu and 

collaborators)

Personal networks 
“With whom” activity and 

travel is performed

Start Time Type With Whom

8:00 Home Family

9:00 Soccer play Albert, Peter, Joseph

13:00 Lunch Friend: Peter

14:00 Work Alone

17:00 Shopping Francis

19:00 Social (host) Francis, Mary and Peter

23:00 Sleep Family
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F
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J
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Time Use / Personal network survey



• Ethnographic approach to daily mobility using a shadowing 

technique

• Attempts to map spatiality of movement: emotions, 

corporality, materiality, trajectories, meanings, strategies. 

• The importance is not only reveals that inequalities in 

mobility exist, but how inequalities take place, what occurs 

and their consequences

Shadowing technique



What’s observed in a spatial-temporal ethnography?

Body MeaningMateriality Others

Product: Daily mobility “Narratives”, highlighting “significant interrelations”

that take place before, during and after the journey, based on the relation 

between:

• Phisycal body

• Senses

• Emotions

• Gestuality

• Localization

• Things/objects

• Environment: 

equipment, furniture

• Colours

• Textures

• Articulations/flows

• Circulations

• Nature

• Structure, 

organization

• Persons

• Groups

• Things

According to 

uses and 

activities

• Specific for each

situation or

interaction

Strategies

• Indivdual, 

collective, 

subversive, 

tactical









Exchange 1 Exchange 2 Exchange 3



Sylvia

Sylvia is almost 40 years old, she has been married for over 15 

years, she has three children aged 13, 10 and 5. Her husband 

owns a dry food factory and they are part of the high-income group 

living in the North of Santiago, in a high-income gated community, 

with a 500 m2 house with a large pool and accompanying gardens. 

Her three children go the same school, about a 3-minute drive from 

her house. She works part time organising the casino meals for the 

workers at her husband’s dry food factory. She leaves home before 

8:00 to drop the children off at school, returns home to sort her 

house out with the two housekeepers, has her coffee, goes to work 

and comes back before 14:00 to prepare for her children’s arrival. 

She has organised her children’s transport with four other 

neighbour moms from the same gate community, and they take 

turns picking up the children in the afternoon; Thursdays are her 

day. 





Sylvia



• The case of Gladys clearly shows interdependency, 

specifically that experienced by an adult women, mother 

and wife, with a paid job on the other side of the city

• She lives in a peripheral area of Santiago, where she has 

lived all her life, just like the rest of the family. Gladys’ 

residential location is not contingent: her 

interdependence network has a strong anchorage in the 

physical proximity of other family members, including 

her parents, sister and nephew, thus the life she lives 

cannot be conceived outside this area.







Sociocultural conditions

Barriers / 

accessibility

dimensions
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Activities 

(employment, 

education, 

health, 

recreation)

Social 

relations

Places 

(mobile, fix, 

transient)

Urban experience and transport-related barriers

Mobility strategies
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Urban experience and transport-related barriers

Mobility strategies
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